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5TH MARINES HISTORICAL DIARY OF FEBRUARY 1951 CONT' D 

the Regiment occupied defensive positions northeast of WONJU 
and conducted patrols. On 28 February the Regiment was ordered. 
into Division reserve and moved to a position in the rear of 
the let and 7th Marines which continued the Division attack to 
secure limited. objectives. 

2. cHRONOLØGIC.AL NARRATIVE 

DAZE 

Feb 1 a. Regimental Operation Plan 1-51 (enclosed.) was 
issued to all units changing sectors of responsibility 
and directing operations beginning at 1800, 2 February. 

b. The let battalion was ordered to move to HAOHON-
DONG (DO, 9395) the morning of 2 February to find., fix 
and destroy any enemy in that area (See CO SthNar die 
0112361, enclosed). The lot Battalion directed an air 
strike at 1400 on the village ONGCHON (TA 8110-1-0) as 
a result of patrol reports of enemy there. Strike re-
sults were reported as follows: 4 roadblocks destroyed., 
approximately 30 enemy killed and the village completely 
burned. 

c. The 2nd Battalion's advance party departed its 
bivouac area at POHANG at 0730 and arrived in its new 
assigned bivouac area (TA 9580-J-3) at YONGCIiON at 0915. 
The remainder of the battalion was moved in four serials 
the first departing at 0805 and the last aerial clearing 
the old area at 1130. All elements closed the new area 
by 1330. At 1435 the 2nd battalion was given a warning 
order to prepare to send one company to vicinity PALuONG-
SAN to guard. a U. S. Army radio relay station in that 
vicinity. At 1600 the warning order was modified 
directing the company be sent to Hill 930 (TA 7583). At 
1652 "F'1  Company with a Tactical Air Control Party 
attached departed for this locality. The company de-
trucked at HAYANII and proceeded on foot to its destina-
tion arriving at 2205. The company found that the relay 
station was located at TA 7984 instead of the location 
previously reported. 
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d.. The 3rd battalion, located, at SINNYONG (TA 8188), 
sent "G'1  Company (Reinf) to eliminate a reported road-
block at SO*.-DONG (TA 6897). The company found no 
roadblock -at that location and returned at 2145. 

e. On this date intelligence sources reported that the 
enemy (North Korean guerrillas) were moving generally 
toward. P.LuONU-SAN and raiding villages for food and 
other needs. Up to this time no concentrations of more 
than 300 had been observed by 5th Marines patrols. 
Efforts were being made by the enemy to capture or 
destroy our patrols. One 11-man patrol of 0B" Company 
that failed to return from a four-day reconnaissance on 
31 January still was missing on this date. Prisoners 
interrogated were untrained and unaware of their unit' 
mission. They reported that only 13 men out Of a 
platoon of 50 ever had fired a rifle and that half of 
the platoon had been conscripted. since 15 November1950. 
Civilian police reported that the enemy in the Regiment's 
patrol sector actually were bandits with no formal 
liaison with regular North Korean troops north of ANDONG. 
Their combat efficiency was considered low and it was 
believed that their operations would be limited to 
harrasament and whit and runt tactics. 

f. Effective strength this date: h&S Co.--34 officers, 
260 enlisted; let n--41 officers, 1,034 enlisted- 2nd 
in.--41 officers, 1,014 enlisted.; 3rd Bn.--41 officers, 
1,020 enlisted; AT C9.-4 officers, 101 enlisted; 4.2" 
Mortar Co.--4 officers, 137 enlisted. Total: 153 Marine, 
12 Navy officers; 3,434 Marine, 136 Navy enlisted. 
(Authorized. strength: 158 Marine, 11 Navy officers; 3,59t? 
Marine, 136 Navy enlisted.) 

g. As the month opened the Regimental. Motor Transport 
Maintenance Officer reported that repair parts for 
vehicles were in short supply. 

h. At 012025 a dispatch was received from Division 
directing the Naval Gunfire Team attached to the 5th 
Marines to return to its parent unit, Air Naval Gunfire 
Liaison Company. 
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Feb 2 a. The let Battalion was given the mission of moving 
to C±iACHON-DONG (DQ 9395) with its three rifle com- 
panies proceeding by three different routes and clearing 
the enemy out of the hills. At 0830 the advance party 
of the battalion departed for CflAC±ION-DONtI and arrived 
there at about 1000. headquarters and attached elements 
arrived at the new area at 1500. "1" Company proceeded 
to SINNYONG and moved into the mountains in the direction 
of CMACtiOND0NU before halting for the night. The 
company had the mission of clearing the enemy from high 
ground at TA 7894 eastward to Ci-iA0iON-D0NG. "A Company 
departed at 1445 for MAkLOE-DONG (TA 7897) to set up 
defensive positions preparatory to moving eastward to 
TAPPON(k (TA 8804) to join the rest of the battalion 
when it moved to that vicinity. 

b. A 2nd Battalion motorized patrol of one reinforced 
platoon departed. at 0805 to reconnoiter the MSR from 
ONGCHON to UISONG and the Alternate MSR from UIBONG to 
ONCH0N via 3SN-.D0NG and C1IACkION-MG. The patrol 

picked up foot patrols of the let and 3rd. Battalions 
completing patrol missions during the period. No enemy 
was contacted. 

e. The 3rd. Battalion cent a squad patrol to Hill 536 
at 0830 to contact elements of the 2nd. Battalion at TA 
7984. The patrol returned at 0900 having completed its 
mission. Patrols also were conducted in the battalion's 
sector but no enemy was contacted. 

d. Organic and attached transportation was being used 
during this period to its maximum on supply runs and in 
movements of subordinate units. 

e. The Regimental Tactical Air Control Officer reported 
that radio voice communications for air support purposes 
were being stretched to the maximum as a result of the 
battalions being spread. about 35 miles from the Tactical 
Air Direction Center. He also reported that the *-ton 
4x4 radio trucks had been giving the TAOP units trouble. 
lie attributed this trouble to the rough treatment given 
the vehicles while on patrols on the rough mountain roads. 
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f. On this date the three regimental chaplains were 
staying one each with a battalion. The Catholic 
ci1ar1ain was with the 2nd Battalion. One of the 
Protestant chaplains served the 1st Battalion, 
Regmenta1 headquarters, and attached units. 

g. The Regimental Motor Transport Maintenance Officer 
reported that vehicle spare parts were in short supply. 
he recommended that a repair platoon from the 1st Motor 
ransport Battalion be attached. 

h. The Medical Section began vaccinating all personnel 
in the Reiment against smallpox as ordered by Division. 

Feb 3 a. At 1300 a motorized patrol from the 1st Battalion 
made contact with approximately one squad of enemy at 
TA 9100. The patrol killed 10 enemy with no Marine 
casualties. At 1330 tAu  Company contacted enemy at TA 
8298. M air strike was called with excellent results. 
Contact with the enemy was broken by nightfall. At 1500 
a helicopter resupply of C" rations was made to uB 
Company, 1st Battalion, in the mountains of PAt.*A-SAN. 

b. The 2nd. Battalion remained in its area and conducted 
unit training. A motorized patrol was sent to UISONG 
and returned with no enemy contacts reported. At 1910 
the battalion was ordered to leave one reinforced platoon 
in position at DQ 7887 to protect the Eighth Army radio 
relay station there and return elements other than this 
to the battalion area on 4 February. 

c. The 3rd Battalion patrolled in its sector with no 
enemy contacts. 

d. At 2000 orders were received attaching one truck 
company less one platoon to the 5th Marines. The company, 
"A" Company, 7th Motor Transport Battalion, was directed 
to proceed immediately to the 5th's OP upon detachment 
from the 1st Marines at ANDONU. 

e. On this date 10 trucks were used for supply runs. 
The Regiment received 75 drums of diesel fuel, 215 drums 
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c. The Regimental Supply Section submitted requisitions 
to Division supply for items of Class II equipment 
needed because of the rugged terrain the infantry 
battalions were operating in. These included: packboards, 
plastic water bags and an extra canteen per man. Also, 
a consolidated requisition for field shoes to replace 
shoe-pace was submitted. The rear echelon area was 
inspected by a representative of the Division Sanitation 
Office. The area was in good condition and the inspector 
was pleased. 

C.. Supporting artillery adjusted fire on an enemy 
munitions dump with good effects, causing several 
explosions and destroying munitions. 

Mar. 24 a. All elements of the 5th Marines remained in their 
positions consolidating deliberate defensive works and 
patrolling to the front of their positions. Some sniper 
fire was reported in the zone of the 16t Battalion and 
"D" Company, 2nd Battalion, received some small arms and 
automatic weons fire. No casualties resulted, however, 
and the enemy dispersed. Operation Order 22-51 (enclosed) 
was issued at 2150, directing patrols for 25 March. 

b. A shower unit of "A" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion, 
went into operation this date and a schedule was set up 
to allow all units to get showers. 

o. Personnel report for period 17 to 24 March: KIA--1, 
WIA--lO, non-battle--66, replacements received-.-14 
officers and 3 enlisted, USMO, returned toduty--61 
enlisted USI'IC. 

d. Effective strength this date: 160 Marine officers, 
3,653 enlisted; 12 Navy officers, 130 enlisted* 
Authorized strength: 138 Marine officers, 3,597 
enlisted; 11 Navy officers, 136 enlisted. 

e. Recommendations were processed for the following 
number of awards: 2 Navy Cross, 3 Silver Star, 1 
Legion of Merit, 2 Navy-Marine Corps Medal, 15 Bronze 
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Star, 5 Letters of Commendation. 

f • Irur in c the period. 1 7 to 24 March 57 civilians were 
treated by the Regimental Aid. Station. 

g. A letter was received. (CG 1stiiarDiv ltr P6-3 to CHC, 
bubj: Establishment of identity, case of the personnel 
interred, as unknown at TAGGOK, KOREA, cemetery) report-
ing that 10 American Marines and one Korean National 
Policeman found on 7 March among 26 tortured and murdered 
victims of North Korean guerrillas in the vicinity of 
1rL, ,IA-DONG (TA 6905) had been tentatively identified as 
the "Be Company, let Battalion, 5th Marines, Patrol No. 
8 that was reoorted missing on 31 January 1951 (See 
Jan. 31, par. c., January Historical Diary of 5th Marines). 
This reconnaissance patrol became overdue on 31 January 
when a motorized patrol that was supposed to pick it up 
railed to make contact. According to information obtained 
from civilians by First Lieutenant Wilton A. Herring, Jr., 
Rk'O, U. S. Army, Detachment Comdr., UISONG area, Co. tiAti, 
772nd NP Bn., the patrol was captured on 30 January near 
JHADCNO-. According to a civilian woman who was reported 
to have witnessed the patrol's capture, the Marines walked 
Into a North Korean ambush on a trail and surrendered 
when trapped. There were no witnesses to the killings. 
The bodies were found in shallow graves with the hands 
bound in front of them. The victims had been stabbed 
many times by knives and apparently, finally shot to 
death. One Marine had a big rock resting on his chest 
and another was buried up to his eyebrows in a standing 
position. They were believed to have been killed about 
20 February when the guerrillas moved out of the area. 
Some of the other (Korean) bodies in the group had been 
mulilated with ears and noses cut off and eyes out out. 

h. C0 lstMarDiv d15 2410501 increasing the number of 
personnel to be rotated in the Third Rotation Draft by 
20 per cent was received. In accordance with this 
directive CO SthMar dis 2412401 (enclosed) was issued., 
increasing the numbers to be rotated from each unit. 
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5TH MARINES HISTORICAL DIARY OF JANUARi 1951 (CONT'D) 

3017001, enclosed). The 3rd Battalion commenced 
movement at 301400. 

b. The 1st Battalion continued reconnaissance patrols 
throughout its patrol zones. Daily motor patrols were 
Eent to UISONG. No enemy contacts were reported. The 
2d. Battalion conducted training in scouting and patrol-
ling, tank-infantry and small unit tactics. Schools 
were held for officers and staff noncommissioned 
officers. 

c. Intelligence reports indicated that approximately 
2 2 000 to 3,000 :Uerrj11a8 were operating in the 5th 
LIariries zone. Also, it was reported that an estimated 
1,500 to 2,000 more might be moving into the Regiment's 
zone from the sector of the 7th Marines. The enemy 
seemed to be under centralized control but operating in 
small groups. The enemy's most likely capability seemed 
to be that of attacking the MSR on the CHONGSONG  
(t 0531)-POkIY.ON8AN (DR 9801)-liONONG (DQ, 8190) axis. 

Jan 31 	a. Elements of RCT-5 --- the let Battalion, 11th Marines; 
Company "Afl, let Engineer Battalion- H&S Company, 5th 
Marines; 4.2" Mortar Company; Anti-ank Company; "C" 
Company, 1st Medical Battalion; "D" Company, 1st Tank 
Battalion; "B" Company, let Motor Transport Battalion--
commenced movement to YONGOHON in four serials with a 
serial departing each hour beginning at 0900. Advance 
parties for these elements had. departed for xONGCHON 
at 0800. The last elements closed the bivouac area at 
yONGCHON at 1715. 

b. The let Battalion motor patrol to UISONG departed, 
In two sections, eachsection dropping off foot patrols 
1ong the MSR and the alternate MSR. At 1125 the 1st 
Eattalion stated that "Co Company reported it had 
established a perimeter defense around CHACHON-DONG. 

c. The 1st battalion picked up 6 foot patrols this 
date; one "Ba Company patrol of 11 men was overdue and 
not picked up. This patrol was still missing at the 
close or this report. One "A" Company patrol reported 
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HEADQUARTERS 
EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY KOREA ( EUj AK) 

Office of the Commanding General 
APO 301 

AG 293 KQM 26 MAR1951 
SUBJECT: Transmittal of Reports of Interment 

TO: Commander-in-chief 
Far East 
APO 500 
ATTN: Quartermaster 

Transmitted herewith Reports of Interment (WD QMC Form 1042) folr, 
the fbllowing unknown American dead interred United Nations Miiitary. 
Cemetery Tanggok, Korea: 

NAME RANK ASN DATE OF DEATH 

~nknown X-524, Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
Unknmvn X-525 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 

vUnknown X-526 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
VUnkno~~ X-527 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
IIUnknown X-529 . Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
~Unknown x-530 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
vUnknown X-531 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
pnkno•vn X-532 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 
vgnknown X-533 Tanggok Unknown Unknown *20 Feb 51 

nknown x- 534 ~anggok Unknown Unkno>m *20 Feb 51 

*Estimated date of death 

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 

fiLE . ~ 
Name £..~_?~~==~ 

10 Incls: Aotio~~_p.lilb.§.L-- W.- .S. BEASL 
a/s (i~) -'-- dt,ion 2d Lt, . A<lC 

8 o~AA\ ,;"~-se ..,._ ... lol Asst AdJ ~eneral 
I ~ - Re~\-~n--.-

AG 293 (26 Mar 5l)QM-M lst Ind 

GENERAL ~QUARTERS, FAR EAST COMMAND, APO 500 3 APR !l 

.. 

TO: Quartermaster General, Department of the Army, Washington 25, D.C. 
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